Introduction
The question of rights of indigenous peoples has risen from small avant-garde thematic issues among indigenous peoples themselves, dedicated NGOs, legal scholars and a few friendly States in the end of 1970s to a main stream human rights matter in the 21st century. The footprints of this process are also evident in the European context. The Sámi -the only indigenous peoples in Europe -are now recognised as distinct indigenous peoples in their own territory. This recognition is reiterated in the new European Covenant. This positive development from an indigenous perspective has been criticised by certain commentators. One of the voices is that of Richard Falk, professor of international law at Princeton University, USA. In his critical essay in the magazine Foreign Policy Falk claims that the traditional concept of human rights is eroding in the post-colonial era. In the editorial part of the magazine Falk's essay is interpreted as a clash of cultures in the spirit of Samuel P. Huntington's book from 1996. Still, this evolution of new standards and policies concerning indigenous peoples has of course been controversial, but acceptance is now growing. Even considering this positive development in this human right discourse and the fact that the majority of Sámi peoples live in countries in Europe that have solid human rights records since the Second World War the future of the Sámi people is still threatened in some of the Nordic countries.
The question of rights of indigenous peoples or more precisely the effective participation of national minorities in public life has in a European context been addressed in the framework of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 5 Since the beginning of the OSCE process the issue of indigenous peoples has been addressed, mainly in the context of minorities. The Lund Recommendations 6 of the OSCE High Commissioner of National Minorities adopted in 1999 concerning the effective participation of national minorities in public life addresses many essential issues also covering the rights and daily life of indigenous peoples in Europe and elsewhere. The process in the OSCE concerning the promotion of the rights of minorities has obviously influenced the policymaking related to the Sámi people in the traditional Sámi territories in Finland, Norway, Sweden and Russia.
Before commenting on the situation concerning the Sámi people in Finland, Norway, Sweden and Russia allow me first to start with an overview of the state of the indigenous peoples in the world, which will be followed by a brief introduction to the processes in the United Nations and finally an elaboration on the principles of the right of self-determination and indigenous land rights, especially related to the situation in Sweden. 
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